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illustrated. 1889. Excerpt: . . . Vol. VIIl. MARCH, 1889. No. 1. THE HARVARD UNDERGRADUATE. rURING the past
twenty years Harvard College has changed more than. at any other period of its history. Indeed, there is room
for doubt whether its amazing development of resources and of methods, since the year 1870, has not made it
essentially more different from what it was then than it then was from the provincial college, which for a couple
of centuries had graduated classes so small and so simple that each man knew every other. This change is
beginning to be appreciated, People are beginning to wonder what manner of life goes on amid influences so
new in American education. It has been my fortune to know this life pretty intimately for sixteen years. From
1872 to 1878 | was a student at Harvard; since 1880 | have been instructor there. Beginning work as a teacher so
soon after | had ceased work as a pupil, | found myself in sympathy with the students to a degree perhaps
unusual; and the nature of my work has kept me in close relation with them ever since. In the first place, the
subject | have been teaching--English Composition--is still a part of the course prescribed to every
undergraduate; in the second, | have been accustomed for five years to require from every pupil in my elective
course what | call daily themes. These are in effect journals: each student writes a note of what each day...
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