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Signs essays on women in the Middle East, South Asia, and the Diaspora, from Bangladesh, Canada, Egypt,
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to gain political, economic, and legal rights. This collection shows that Islam is a heterogeneous set of
historically and contexually variable practices and beliefs shaped by region, nation, ethnicity, sect, and class, as
well as by responses to local and transnational cultural and economic processes. In examining women's
participation in religious and nationalist projects, these critics debate controversial issues: Does Islamic
feminism provide an alternative, possibly revolutionary paradigm, to Eurocentric liberal humanism and the
individualism of western feminism? Is Islam any more oppressive to women than the workings of the modern
secular state? How are the lives and texts of Arab and Muslim women discursively constructed for local or
western consumption? These essays expose the shortcomings of the secularist assumptions of many recent
feminist analyses, which continue to treat religion in general and fundamentalism in particular as a
problematic tool of oppression used against women, rather than as a viable form of feminist agency that
produces contradictory effects for women participants. Printed Pages: 360. Size: 15 Cms x 23 Cms.
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