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indexed. Not illustrated. 1914 Excerpt: .did not overlook the loof of the four-story building, and they could not
reach these rooms, as they were unable evidently to pass through the halls. The building was not what is
commonly termed a fire trap. It was of substantial construction and well adapted for its original occupany as a
mercantile warehouse, and although its hazards were increased by the alteration made when it was converted
into a club house, it could hardly, from an insurance point of view, be considered a bad risk. These alterations
were not of a flimsy character. The most serious change was the removal, to improve the appearance, of the
fire doors from the elevator and stair shafts. The fact stands out, however, that a building of that height and of
combustible construction is not safe for the housing or gathering of a large number of people, and no interior
arrangement or protection would be adequate against possible loss of life except perhaps an automatic
sprinkler equipment. Regulations should also provide for cut-offs in the gas supply pipes in known locations
outside buildings easily accessible to fire departments. The fire escapes on this building while sufficient in
number, were not easily accessible, and the result emphasizes the importance of clear aisles leading directly to
the fire escapes. The open outside type of fire escape exposed to smoke and flames from windows, while of
some value in a very slow fire, is not safe and reliable for the saving of lives...
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