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Number: (OCoLC)191816608 Subject: Small business -- United States. Excerpt: . . . we identified focus on the
concerns of small businesses or of all businesses in general and may address some issues that also are relevant
to small businesses engaged in manufacturing. In commenting on a draft of this report, 18 of the 19 agencies
provided technical comments that we have incorporated, as appropriate. Manufacturing generally involves the
mechanical, physical, or chemical Background transformation of materials, substances, or components into
new products, including the production of food, automobiles, and clothing, among many other things. The
materials that manufacturers transform into new products include raw materials from agricultural, forestry,
fishing, mining, or quarrying businesses as well as component items produced by other manufacturers.
Manufacturing also includes the assembly of components into manufactured products. Businesses engaged in
manufacturing often are referred to as plants, factories, or mills, and most use power-driven machines and
materials-handling equipment. However, products that are made by hand, or in a workers home, and
businesses that both make and sell products at the same location, such as bakeries, also qualify as
manufacturers. In its narrowest sense, manufacturing consists of factory floor activities that contribute directly
to the production of goods, such as cutting, grinding, and assembly. More broadly, manufacturing can include
a range of activities that both precede and follow factory floor activities. Some activities, such as product
design, process improvements, and quality management, are more specific to the manufacturing enterprise.
Other activities are common to many types of businesses, such as the effective use of information technology,
strategic planning, and administrative operations. Although no standard definition for small manufacturing
businesses exists, two systems that are widely used to classify b. . ....
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