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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1914 edition. Excerpt: . FARMER FINCH. It was as bleak and sad a day as one could
well imagine. The time of year was early in December, and the v daylight was already fading, though it was
only a little past the middle of the afternoon. John Finch was driving toward his farm, which he had left early in
the morning to go to town; but to judge from his face one might have been sure that his business had not been
successful. He looked pinched and discouraged with something besides the cold, and he hardly noticed the
faithful red horse which carefully made its way over the frozen ruts of the familiar road. There had lately been
a few days of mild weather, when the ground had had time to thaw, but with a sudden blast of cold this deep
mud had become like iron, rough and ragged, and jarring the people and horses cruelly who tried to travel
over it. The road lay through the bleak country side of the salt-marshes which stretched themselves away
toward the sea, dotted here and there with hay-cocks, and crossed in wavering lines by the inlets and ditches,
filled now with grayish ice, that was sinking and cracking as the tide ran out. The marsh-grass was wind-swept
and beaten until it looked as soft and brown as fur; the wind had free course over it, and it looked like a
deserted bit of the world; the battered and dingy...
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