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illustrated. 1889 Excerpt: . . . who has frequently ami earnestly presented to us many new and valuable
suggestions and practical methods, there has been a steady and satisfactory advance in a large majority of the
schools, a few having improved at least 100 percent. , only three or four having made but little progress, and
but one having made no perceptible change for the better. While there has been the usual advance in all of the
subjects taught in the schools, | wish to make special mention of the great progress observable in language and
arithmetic. The children in all the grades, and especially in the lower classes, have a better knowledge of the use
of language and can express themselves in better English than heretofore, while technical grammar has by no
means been neglected. Composition has been rendered easy, being taught intelligently and from a knowledge
of its underlying principles, Spelling has received, as heretofore, due atention though the method by which it
has been taught differs somewhat from the old. The old method of committing to memory the spelling of
words, while not entirely abandoned, has been happily combined with the more rational one of teaching the
orthography and use of words in connection with written language or composition. In arithmetic but little
stress has been given to fixed rules and abstract propositions, but in their place principles and practical
problems have been substituted. All unnecessary parts that do not enter into practical life have generally been
omitted, only...
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