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The New Test. The New Test is that part of sac. writings composed aF. ascension of Christ: and containing (1)
The Gospels; i.e. the life of our Lord: (2) The Acts; i.e. the history of the propagation of Christianity in Apostolic
times: (3) The Epistles; i.e. the exposition of Christian doctrines: (4) The Revelation; i.e. a prophetic exhibition of
future things. The word Testament is of Scrip. origin (Matt. xxvi. 28: Mk. xiv. 24: 2 Cor iii. 6 Heb. ix. 15, 20), applied
by Paul to Bks. of Scrip. (2 Cor. iii. 6-18). The Gk. equivalent, (diatheke) has two meanings: (1) covenant (Heb. viii.
8: ix. 15), the chief one, acc. to wh. then. N. T. is a bk. containing the terms of the New Covenant betw. God and
man, as dis. fr. the Old Covenant oi the Law (Gal. iv. 24): (2) Testament or will (Heb. ix. 16, 17) adopted by early
Church, and implies that unspeakable giFs are bequeathed to us in the Gospel, antecedent to all conditions
required of us, so that the Christians inheritance is sealed to him as a son and heir of God by the death of Christ
as a testator. Gospel accordinq to St. Matthew. 1. Title, Gospel. This word (fr. Saxon god=good, and spel=speech
or tidings) corresponds with the Gk. Evangelium (fr. -eu, good, and angelia - a message)=glad tidings; and is
applied to the four accounts of the life of...
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