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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1917 Excerpt: .of State lands to be used for forestry purposes in the counties of
Roscommon and Crawford. Of this acreage about 26,700 is located in township 21 north, ranges 3 and 4 west,
and 7,300 acres in the north half of township 24 north, range 4 west, and in the south half of township 25 north,
range 4 west. The former is known as the Houghton Lake State Forest and the latter as the Higgins Lake State
Forest. These lands were placed under the jurisdiction of the Michigan Forestry Commission and a small and
totally inadequate appropriation of $7,500.00 per year was made for carrying out the provisions of the law.
Notwithstanding the meagre appropriation a beginning was made and considerable progress, chiefly along the
lines of reforestation and the protection of the lands against fires, resulted in the seven years that the reserves
were under the control of the Forestry Commission. During that. period sixty-four miles of fire lines were built,
headquarters, at which necessary buildings were provided, were established at each place and rangers put in
charge, and a force of patrolmen was maintained during the summer months. Equipment in the way of teams,
vehicles, cooking outfits, blankets, fire-fighting tools, and other miscellaneous implements were also provided.
Protection then was, and still is, the most important work in connection with the State Forests. A more or less
detailed valuation survey of the State lands within the forest boundaries was begun in 1903 and completed in...
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