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abstract: Singapore s media system has been stable through a
period of revolutionary change and impressive reform
elsewhere. While new players and technologies have found its
way into the media scene, theruling People s Action Party s
(PAP) upholds the media s fundamental structure. Historical
racial rioting has been linked to justify the subordinate role of
the press. In contrast to the Western Press which is often
denominated as the fourth estate of the state, the Singaporean
press is rather to support the PAP s politics.Due to different
political, historical, cultural and economic environment,
authoritarian politicians in Southeast Asia argue that freedom
of the press, as a Western concept, has a different meaning
and weight unlike in the Western industrial nations because of
its different value system. The Asian values require the
harmony between the press and the state as in the partners in
nationbuilding to maintain its authoritarian governance and...
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