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Mother Plays Development of character, which is the aim of education, cannot begin too early. The loving
mother s instinctive play with her baby is the first step. The child is an extremely active being, constantly seeking
to know the why and how of everything, which are questions of the soul. His love of investigation leads him to
take materials apart and to stamp his individuality upon everything capable of being changed. This
investigating tendency, becomes mere destructiveness, unless it is turned into the channel of constructiveness.
These needs of childhood Froebel meets with his series of Gifts - given to help the child learn to know his world,
and to become a creative being. Impressions thus gained through the typical forms of the gifts must be
expressed in some way. Therefore material capable of being early changed is given, and comprises the
occupations. The gifts and occupations taken together form a cycle. The first half of the cycle consists of the
gifts. (a) Solids - those used as wholes (sphere, cube, and cylinder) in the first and second gifts, and as divided
wholes, (cubes, prisms, etc.) of the third to sixth inclusive - called the building gifts. (b) The embodiment of
abstract surface in the tablets, (c) of the line in sticks and rings, and (d) of the point in lentels, etc. The other half
of the cycle consists of the occupations. Using corresponding letters, we have (d) the point in pricking, (c) the
line in sewing, thread-laying, and drawing, (b) the surface in paper-folding, paper-cutting, and weaving, and (a)
solids outlined in peas-work,...
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