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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1884 edition. Excerpt: that the predestination which conflicts with free-will, is not
the predestination of races, but individual predestination, associated with the ideas of divine grace or wrath.
The predestination of races, under laws analogous to those which control the general tendency of any
multitude of independent chances, is perfectly compatible with individual free will, and thus it is that the
esoteric doctrine reconciles the long-standing contradiction of Nature. Man has control over his own destiny
within constitutional limits, so to speak; he is perfectly free to make use of his natural rights as far as they go,
and they go practically to infinity as far as he, the individual unit, is concerned. But the average human action,
under given conditions, taking a vast multiplicity of units into account, provides for the unfailing evolution of
the cycles which constitute their collective destiny. Individual predestination, it is true, may be asserted, not as a
religious dogma having to do with divine grace or wrath, but on purely metaphysical grounds--that is to say, it
may be argued that each human creature is fundamentally, in infancy, subject to the same influence by similar
circumstances, and that an adult life is thus merely the product or impression of all the circumstances which
have influenced such a life from the beginning, so that if those circumstances were known, the moral and
intellectual result would be known. By this train of reasoning it can be made to appear that the circumstances
of each...
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