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illustrated. 1860 Excerpt: . . . Dear Sister E. : I have reflected on your remarks prompted by the idea I suggested
of becoming a missionary. I had given up the idea when I received your letter, but seriously reconsidered the
matter, and although the conclusion VARIOUS SCHEMES. 151 I have come to-will not allow me to take
advantage of the plan Mr. B. has so kindly proposed, I feel truly grateful for it. Of the importance of missionary
enterprises, and the duty of young men to come forward to this work, I am fully convinced, and more so latterly
than I have ever been before. I can not now, for want of time, state fully the reasons which have brought me to
the determination to remain a layman, and do all the good I can for the cause of my blessed Master in that
capacity. During some months of this season Mr. B. had various plans under consideration in regard to his
course aHer he should have finished his temporary engagement in the counting-room of his uncle. Probably
there are few young men who have not at some seasons clouds of uncertainty hanging over them. How much
they need at such a time, as ballast to the soul, a firm assurance that they have a friend in that Being who is the
fountain of wisdom. That our young friend had this confidence his letters at this time leave no room to doubt;
they show that amid all his perplexity it was...
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