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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from American Commission for the Study of the
Application of the Cooperative System to Agricultural Production, Distribution, and Finances in European
Countries The following pages were prepared by The Southern Commercial Congress in order to make known
the public considerations which led to the decision to appoint an American commission to inquire into the
organization of agricultural business in Europe. It has been thought well that I should explain briefly how the
project which has received such remarkably influential support came to assume its present shape. The
researches of the International Institute of Agriculture in Rome, Italy, had demonstrated the immense
importance which Governments on the Continent of Europe attach to the employment by farmers of the best
business methods which it would seem are by general consent cooperative. Hon. David Lubin, the American
delegate to the institute, had in numerous publications impressed upon the American public the importance of
an improved system of agricultural credit, which, probably owing to his advocacy, figured prominently in the
presidential campaign, each of the three parties making it part of its constructive policy. This gave rise to a
nonpolitical movement aiming at a thorough European inquiry as a preliminary to legislative or other action.
The President summoned a conference of the governors of the States at the White House on December 7, 1912,
for the consideration of this question. The interest aroused led to a widespread feeling that the scope of the
inquiry should be broadened. The instructions, which are printed in the following pages, will explain the precise
nature and purpose of the investigation which is to take place. It is hoped that as the result of the...
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