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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from A First Series of Church Songs A want has been long
felt for a collection of Church songs to supplement the Hymn Book - songs with a distinctly Church and religious
tendency, without being hymns. From the workshop, the kitchen, and the stable, we hear the most sacred words
warbled lightly, because they have become familiar in church or chapel wedded to taking tunes. The English
people, for lack of national Volkslieder such as the Germans possess, have become a hymn-singing people; and
the hymn is sung regardless of the character of the words, because the people are cheerful and want to sing. Of
late years Messrs. Sankey and Moody, and, later still, the Salvation Army, have introduced religious songs which
have at once become favourites, because the airs have been secular, and, in some cases, the words rollicking.
The result has been a distinct lowering of the reverence of the people for holy things and holy words. Sacred
aspirations and names, at which angels and devils bow, are trolled out or roared to music-hall tunes,
sometimes by tipsy men, and often without thought. The tendency of these songs is not only to irreverence and
profanity, but also to encourage heretical views of the scheme of Salvation. Justification is upheld as a
sentimental outgush of excited hysteria, not as the gradual growth of a spiritual life; and this mischievous
teaching poisons the sources of the moral conscience. In compiling the collection now presented to Churchmen,
the authors have done their best to insist cm definite truth, and to make the song a vehicle for impressing some
facts necessary to salvation on the minds of those...
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