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UNDERSTANDING BELIEFS

MIT Press Ltd. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Understanding Beliefs, Nils J. Nilsson, Our beliefs
constitute a large part of our knowledge of the world. We have beliefs about objects, about culture, about the
past, and about the future. We have beliefs about other people, and we believe that they have beliefs as well. We
use beliefs to predict, to explain, to create, to console, to entertain. Some of our beliefs we call theories, and we
are extraordinarily creative at constructing them. Theories of quantum mechanics, evolution, and relativity are
examples. But so are theories about astrology, alien abduction, guardian angels, and reincarnation. All are
products (with varying degrees of credibility) of fertile minds trying to find explanations for observed
phenomena. In this book, Nils Nilsson examines beliefs: what they do for us, how we come to hold them, and
how to evaluate them. We should evaluate our beliefs carefully, Nilsson points out, because they influence so
many of our actions and decisions. Some of our beliefs are more strongly held than others, but all should be
considered tentative and changeable. Nilsson shows that beliefs can be quantified by probability, and he
describes networks of beliefs in which the probabilities of some beliefs aBect the probabilities of others. He
argues that we can evaluate our beliefs by adapting some of the practices of the scientific method and by
consulting expert opinion. And he warns us about "belief traps" -- holding onto beliefs that wouldn't survive
critical evaluation. The best way to escape belief traps, he writes, is to expose our beliefs to the reasoned
criticism of others.
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A n d  Y o u  Kn o w  Y o u  Sh o u ld  Be Glad               
HarperCollins Publishers Inc, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Reprint.
201 x 132 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.A highly
personal and moving true story of friend-ship and...
Sav e eBo o k »  

FWD Th is L in k:  A  R o u gh  Gu id e to  Stay in g A mu sed  On lin e Wh en  Y o u  Sh o u ld  b e                                         
Wo rkin g 
Rough Guides Ltd, United Kingdom, 2008. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 178 x 124 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book. From skate-boarding dogs to Arnold Schwarzenegger
photoshopped into a swimsuit and sat on George Bush...
Sav e eBo o k »  

Y o u  Sh o u ld n 't H av e to  Say  Go o d b y e:  It's  H ard  L o sin g th e P erso n  Y o u  L o v e th e                                               
M o st 
Sourcebooks, Inc. Paperback / soNback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, You Shouldn't
Have to Say Goodbye: It's Hard Losing the Person You Love the Most, Patricia Hermes,
Thirteen-year-old Sarah Morrow doesn't think much of the...
Sav e eBo o k »  

Bein g N ice to  Oth ers:  A  Bo o k ab o u t R u d en ess              
Baker Publishing Group, United States, 2016. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 203 x 203 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book. Stories to Encourage Positive Behavior in Small Children
The preschool and kindergarten years are some...
Sav e eBo o k »  

Go o d p aren ts.co m: Wh at Ev ery  Go o d  Paren t Sh o u ld  Kn o w  A b o u t th e In tern et                                   
( H ard b ack)   
Prometheus Books, United States, 2000. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 226 x 152 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book. The Internet may now be the most powerful, single
source of information in the world, and...
Sav e eBo o k »  
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